
true /0tru:/ adjective, noun, &
 adverb. O

E
. [O

R
IG

IN
 O

ld E
nglish (ġe)trīew

e, trēow
e, later trȳw

e =
 O

ld Frisian trīuw
e, O

ld Saxon triuw
i, O

ld H
igh G

erm
an (gi)triuw

i (D
utch 

getrouw
, G

erm
an treu), O

ld N
orse tryggr, G

othic triggw
s, from

 G
erm

anic base also of truce noun. C
f. trow

 noun¹.] ►
 A

 adjective. 1 Steadfast in allegiance, loyal; faithful, 
constant. N

ow
 arch. exc. w

ith to. O
E

. ▸ b R
eliable; trusty. Form

erly also, sure, secure. arch. M
E

. Ld B
erners Y

e haue done as a trew
 subjet ought to do to his lorde. Sir W

. Scott 
I w

ill be true to m
y w

ord. Plays International B
ond rem

ains resolutely true to the cause. (b) D
. G

reenw
ell T

o the rock the root adheres, in every fibre true. 2 H
onest, honourable, 

upright, virtuous; straightforw
ard; sincere. N

ow
 chiefly as passing into senses 3b, 5a. O

E
. A

ddison G
ood M

en and true for a Petty Jury. 3 O
f a statem

ent, report, etc.: consistent 
w

ith fact; conform
ing w

ith reality. M
E

. ▸ b O
f a person: speaking truly, telling the truth; truthful; trustw

orthy in statem
ent. M

E
. J. B

ingham
 T

he fact w
as too true, and the 

charge too w
ell-grounded, to be denied. T

. W
ells R

eading a true confessions m
agazine. W

om
an I only w

ish it w
ere true! (b) A

V
 Prov. 14:25 A

 true w
itnesse deliuereth soules: but 

a deceitfull w
itnesse speaketh lyes. 4  ▸ a O

f the right kind, fitting, proper. A
lso, rightful, law

ful, legitim
ate. N

ow
 rare. LM

E
. ▸ b A

ccurately or exactly positioned, fitted, or 
form

ed; correctly balanced or aligned. LM
E

. ▸ c C
onform

ing to a standard, pattern, or rule; exact, precise; correct. A
lso, (of a note) exactly in tune. M

16. ▸ d R
em

aining constant 
to type; not subject to variation. rare. M

19. ▸ e O
f a com

pass bearing: m
easured relative to true north. M

19. ▸ f O
f the ground or other surface, esp. as prepared for cricket, 

bow
ls, etc.: level and sm

ooth. M
19. ▸ g O

f the w
ind: steady, uniform

 in direction and force. L19. (a) Shakes. Sonn. M
ethinks no face so gracious is…

, N
o shape so true. (b) A

. C
. 

C
larke T

he thin thread of light…
clim

bed upw
ard…

straight and true as a laser beam
. Ideal H

om
e A

 perfect fit even if your w
alls are not true. (c) J. Im

ison C
locks and 

w
atches…

so regulated as to m
easure true equal tim

e. T
ennyson O

ne…
touch'd a jarring lyre at first, B

ut ever strove to m
ake it true. 5  ▸ a G

enuine; rightly answ
ering to the 

description; authentic; not counterfeit, synthetic, spurious, or im
aginary. LM

E
. ▸ b techn. C

onform
ing to the accepted or typical character of the class or kind w

hose nam
e it 

bears; properly or strictly so called. LM
E

.  (a) I. M
urdoch T

his is deep true love and not a fantasy. Q
 A

 true m
aestro of the urntables. ►

 B
 noun. †1 A

 faithful or loyal person. 
rare. LM

E
–M

18. 2 T
hat w

hich is true; the truth. arch. rare. E
19. 3 A

ccurate position; exact alignm
ent. O

nly in out of the true, out of true below
. L19. ►

 C
 adverb. 1 Faithfully. 

Form
erly also, honestly; con fidently. Long non-standard. M

E
. 2 In accordance w

ith fact; truthfully. A
lso, certain ly, w

ithout doubt, adm
ittedly. M

E
. A

thenaeum
 If report speak 

true. Lancashire Life T
rue, B

lackburn has in recent years show
n resilience. 3  ▸ a E

xactly, accurately, correctly. M
16. ▸ b In agreem

ent w
ith the ancestral type; w

ithout variation. 
C

hiefly in breed true. M
19.  (a) D

. B
agley Instrum

ents did not read true and there w
as no hope of getting a valid ground-sighting. 4 G

enuinely; authentically. arch. L16.  Phrases: 
com

e true be the case or be realized in actual experience; actually happen or transpire. hold true: see hold verb. it is true certainly, adm
ittedly; (as interjection) expr. agreem

ent 
w

ith or adm
itting the veracity of a statem

ent etc. one of the truest: see one adjective, noun, &
 pronoun. out of the true, out of true not accurately or exactly positioned or 

aligned; deviating from
 a standard, pattern or rule. ring true: see ring verb¹. show

 one's true colours: see colour noun. so —
 it isn't true —

 to an alm
ost incredible extent. too 

good to be true: see good adjective. tried and true: see tried ppl adjective 3. true as steel: see steel noun¹. true for you Irish expr. assent to a rem
ark m

ade. true to consistent w
ith, 

faithful to. true to form
 being or behaving as expected; faithful to all expectations. true to life: see life noun. true to type =

 true to form
 above. tw

elve good m
en and true: see 

tw
elve adjective.  Special collocations &

 com
b.: true bill (now

 U
S) a bill of indictm

ent found by a grand jury to be supported by sufficient evidence to justify prosecution. true 
blue a staunchly loyal supporter of the C

onservative Party. true-blue adjective (a) staunchly loyal to the B
ritish C

onservative Party; (b) N
. A

m
er. extrem

ely loyal or orthodox; (c) 
real, genuine. true-born adjective of genuine or legitim

ate birth; truly such by birth. true-bred adjective of a true or genuine breed; having or m
anifesting true breeding or 

education. true bug an insect of the order H
em

iptera. true–false adjective (E
ducation &

 Psychology) designating a type of test question designed to elicit either the response 
‘true’ or ‘false’ (or another pair of opposites); characterizing a test that uses this technique. true fly an insect of the order D

iptera. true grit: see grit noun¹ 5. true-hearted adjective 
faithful, loyal; honest, sincere. true-heartedness loyalty, faithfulness; sincerity. true horizon: see horizon noun 3. true leaf a foliage leaf of a plant, as opp. to a seed leaf or 
cotyledon. true left, true right the side w

hich is on the left, right, as one looks dow
n from

 a hill or dow
nstream

. true-life adjective designating things resem
bling or occuring in 

reality. true-m
etal adjective like that of genuine m

etal; fig. genuine, authentic. true m
olar: see m

olar noun 1. true north. truepenny arch. a trusty or honest person. true rib 
A

natom
y any of the upper seven pairs of ribs, attached directly to the sternum

. true right: see true left above. true topaz: see topaz noun 1. 
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o  
sw

eep the dust behind  
the door. Shakes. M

acb. H
ad  

he his hurts before?…
A

y, on  
the front. S. B

aring-G
ould O

n 
w

ard, C
hristian soldiers, M

arching  
as to w

ar, W
ith the C

ross  of  
Jesus G

oing on  
before. 
 our backs be 

 
 
 
 
fore us salt water 
 
rippling surface un 
seen deep we 
 
rest on an  
the that  
 
  edge 
 
  in 
 
  stantly a 
 
feather-flash at 
racts our at 
 
  ention 
 
what bird twirls 
so drastic 
 
  ly agile? 
 
one wing points 
upwards one 
 
wing points a 
crosswards a right 
 
  -angle a letter 
 
L of bird pirou 
ettes on air over  
 
  coastland turns 



pe
re

gr
in

e 
/0
ˈp
ɛr
ɪg

rɪn
/ 

ad
je

ct
iv

e 
&

 n
ou

n.
 L

M
E

. [
O

R
IG

IN
 O

ld
 F

re
nc

h 
&

 M
od

er
n 

Fr
en

ch
 p

ér
ég

rin
 fr

om
 L

at
in

 p
er

eg
rin

us
 fo

re
ig

n,
 tr

av
el

lin
g,

 fr
om

 p
er

eg
er

 th
at

 is
 a

br
oa

d 
or

 o
n 

a 
jo

ur
ne

y,
 

pe
re

gr
e 

(a
dv

er
b)

 a
br

oa
d,

 fo
rm

ed
 a

s 
pe

r-
¹ +

 a
ge
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C
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 A
 a
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tiv
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 1
 p

er
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, †
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M
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 p
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 c
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 c
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, F

al
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M

E
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 F
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 1
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 p
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m
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 p
ilg

rim
. L

on
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16
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 R
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obey /0ə(ʊ)ˈbeɪ/ verb. M
E

. [O
R

IG
IN

 O
ld French &

 M
odern French obéir from

 Latin oboedire, obedire, from
 ob- 

ob- +
 audire hear.] 1 verb trans. (orig. w

ith dat.). ▸ a C
om

ply w
ith the bidding of; do w

hat one is told to do by (a 
person); be obedient to. M

E
. ▸ b C

om
ply w

ith, execute (a com
m

and etc.). LM
E

. ▸ c Subm
it to; follow

 (a principle, 
authority, etc.). N

ow
 rare or obsolete. LM

E
. ▸ d O

f a thing: be actuated by, respond to, (a force, im
pulse, etc.); act in 

accordance w
ith (a law

 of nature, a constraint, etc.). L16.  (a) R
. T

hom
as Provided that he w

as obeyed her father w
as 

his…
kindly self. (b) G

. G
issing R

euben had no choice but to obey the artist's directions. H
. B

elloc H
e w

ent on 
obeying orders. (c) M

ilton W
hat obeyes R

eason, is free. (d) N
. C

ow
ard She obeyed her instincts. M

odel E
ngineer C

oil 
springs…

obey H
ooke's Law

. †2 verb intrans. B
e obedient to. M

E
–M

17. A
V

 R
om

. 6:16 H
is servants ye are to w

hom
 

ye obey.  3 verb intrans. D
o w

hat one is told to do; com
ply w

ith a com
m

and etc.; be obedient. LM
E

. T
ennyson M

an 
to com

m
and and w

om
an to obey. T

olkien ‘T
ake the rope off, Sam

!’ said Frodo. R
eluctantly Sam

 obeyed. †4 verb refl. 
Subm

it oneself to. LM
E

–L15. 5 verb intrans. A
strology. O

f a zodiacal sign or planet: be subject to the influence of 
another zodiacal sign or planet. LM

E
. †6 verb intrans. &

 trans. M
ake an obeisance to or to; salute respectfully. LM

E
–

M
17. obeyable adjective (rare) that can or should be obeyed LM

E
. obeyance noun obedience; obeisance, hom

age: 
LM

E
. obeyer noun M

16. 
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light 
 
 and 
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these  
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life a 
 
 mass of vast  
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 (of 
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beys a moon 
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